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….I recognize in [Barry Lopez’s] passages the following: a fluid, seemingly transparent prose style. I am aware of being carried by this 
beautiful prose, almost caressed by it without feeling the author’s intrusion of his private life or concerns. A vivid awareness of the capacity for 
human destructiveness towards landscape, animals, and other human beings. A profoundly ethical though never moralistic stance. A genuine 
curiosity about history along with a scholar’s respect and passion for the archive. A love of the particular, as in the naming of sometimes 
vanished species, places, and things. Patience. A willingness to engage with what is strange or truly other. A humility in the face of everything 
one does not and can never even expect to know. An appreciation of beauty for its own sake, apart from any notion of its utility. An awareness 
of the interrelatedness and interdependence of all living things, these including the features of landscape and geology that sustain our own 
aliveness. Hope. A charitable view of the human capacity to recognize the values of community and to love.  

I feel organized, energized, even sometimes uplifted by such writing. I do not feel preached at. Rather what I feel is that I am in the 
presence of someone who wants to hold a serious conversation with me, who is calling me into a space of reflection on my own behavior, my 
wishes and dreams for my own life, and my place in a larger order of things. I want to be held accountable for my actions. I want to pay closer 
attention to my surroundings. I want to care more on a day-to-day basis about what really matters. I even found myself wishing I had been to 
the Arctic. I’ve taught Arctic Dreams on more than one occasion, and it is a book that I really love—and for me to want to go to the Arctic is 
saying quite a lot, since I’m somebody who has a deep aversion to cold. But it is such a wonderful book, and it absorbs me so completely and 
takes me into its universe, that I wish I could go there too.  

In addition to Arctic Dreams, Lopez is the author of the ground-breaking book Of Wolves and Men, two collections of essays 
Crossing Open Ground and About this Life, and eight works of fiction including Winter Count, Field Notes, and most recently Light Action in the 
Caribbean. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including the Literature Award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the National 
Book Award, the John Burroughs Medal, Guggenheim and Lannan Fellowships, and Pushcart Prizes in fiction and nonfiction.  

Barry Lopez calls us to attention to the non-human world. He is as sensitive to the character and nuances of landscape as he is to 
the creatures that inhabit them. He is a rare animal himself: scholar, researcher, scuba diver, one-time landscape photographer, and would-be 
sculptor; a lover of vanished cultures, species, extreme climates, and nature in the wild; a natural historian, philosopher, storyteller, and 
mythographer. He is also what I would call a visionary. Please join me in welcoming distinguished writer and Esther Freier lecturer for 2002, 
Barry Lopez.     March 15 , 2002, Ted Mann Concert Hall 
 
 
YOUR ASSIGNMENT: Choose the essay from “About This Life”about which you will be speaking. Read it 
carefully. 
1. Observe the small things. How does Lopez look at the space and think minutely. How does he 
look beyond the obvious at the spaces underneath, between, over, beyond, beside, etc. What importance 
does he observe about this place? Who else exists here besides him? How does he use a magnifying glass 
of his mind?  
2. Observe the obvious. What does Lopez observe about the common life lived by common 
people in this place? How is this space used by the non-naturalist?  By the naturalist? By everyone else? 
How should it be used that it is not? How shouldn’t it be used that it is? What does he observe about 
people, places, objects and animals? What does he observe about the natural landscape? 
3. Look wider. How does this space fit into the larger world around it? What does it contribute to 
its surroundings? How does it exist beyond those who come to see it? What does he say this place ‘wants’ 
or the people there ‘need’?  How does Lopez make a commentary about how people and animals live, how 
the world operates or exists?  
4. Look global. What is the effect of this place on the larger world? What is the larger world’s effect 
on this place? What kind of statement does this place stamp on his memory?  
5. Find the poetry. How does Lopez use a poet’s vision? Where does he make philosophical 
statements about life, living, death, commerce, nature, etc.? Where and how does he act as more than just 
an observer?  The speaker above says that his writing absorbs her completely and takes her into its 
universe. Where does this occur for you as a reader? Look at the list of Lopez’s attributes: scholar, 
researcher, photographer, naturalist, lover of extremes, poet, historian, philosopher, storyteller and 
mythographer. Where do you find these attributes in the work you chose? 
6. Overall, why should we read this piece? What does it contribute to your understanding of the IB 
Philosophy and the TOK-based ways of seeing, knowing, perceiving and being? 


